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Hatch blasts
intelligence
leaks by his
colleagues

By Tom Diaz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Sen. Orrin Hatch has ripped into some of
his colleagues on the Senate Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence, calling their comments to
the press “alarming.”

“Iam really disgusted by the comments by
some of my colleagues,” the Utah Republican
said in an interview this week.

“There has been far too much public com-
ment by members of both the Senate and
House intelligence committees on sensitive
matters,” he said.

Mr. Hatch also said the Senate committee
has comgletea an internal investigatio 1ntQ
the source of a recent article in The Was hing-
ton Post aHe%mg that the CIA is involved in a
plan to destabilize the government of the Lib-

an strongman Muammar Qaddaffi.

“There is plenty of evidence that this did
not come from either of the intelligence com.
mittees,” he said. “There is more evidence
that it came from within the administration
... the Senate committee has concluded that
it is highly unlikely, but not impossible, that it
came from the Senate staff"”

He said the Senate committee staff in a
report recommended against using lie detec-
tors to monitor staff compliance with secrecy
rules.

“But some of us are beginning to examine
that option very closely," Mr. Hatch said.

He said the committee probably will pro-
pose in a few weeks a number of wide-ranging
steps to tighten up security throughout the
government.

id that investigations into
the leak of secret information to the Post on

the alleged be%an operation are being pur-
sued vigorous oth intelligence commit-

¢ other government investigators,
Mr. Hatch said there would be “no end to

the repercussions” for those found responsi-
ble for the leaks.

“Although I can't blame them for rintin
sensatxonai stories leaked from the intelli-

gence community, the press as some r. N

siEnht "he said. “In spite of the inaccuracies
in the story, it doesnt take any brains to real-

Sen. Orrin Hatch

ize that some people are going fo be Killed as ‘

a_result of that article.”

Other sources said a number of committee
memboers share Mr. Hatch's concern aboyt
the recent tendency of some of their col-
leaguesto discuss intelligence matters in pub-
lic.
'_During the interview, the senator waved a
stack of newspaper clippings he said he had
asked his staff to gather on the recent re-
detection of Soviet KGB agent Vitaly Yur-
chenko.

“I find that on every day from Nov. §
through Nov. 11 there was a reference in at
leastone of the MAajor newspapers to 4 senator
Or a senate source talking about the Yur-
chenko case,” hé said. “The exception was
Nov. 9, which must have been a travel day:”

Mr. Hatch declined to name which of his
colleagues he was criticizing. But most of the
quotes highlighted by his staff in the news
clips were from Sen. David Durenberger., the
Minnesota Republican who is chairman ot the
committee. and Sen. Patrick J Leahy, the Ver-
mont Democrat who is vice chairman.

“[ don't think any of these comments
should have been made to the press,” Mr
Hatch said. "And I don't think they know what
the hell they are talking about . . . sume of the
biggest commenters are doing it for public
relations — to re-elect themselves.

“After this public discussion, if you were a
KGB agent, would you defect>” he asked.
“"We'll be lucky now to get a truck driver to
defect.
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